
           Halloween Candy MatH 
 

Use the attached grid for the following activities. To make a 
permanent record of your child’s mathematical findings, write 
the categories across the top row and color one block in for 
each box filled. 

1. Kinds of candy – use the boxes across the top of the page 
and label them as: lollipops, bags, bars, not candy. Have 
your child sort their candy into those categories by placing 
them under the correct heading. Now, either look or count 
to see which kind has the most and least.  

2. Shapes of candy – draw a shape or write its name across 
the top. Most candy options are circles, squares, or 
rectangles. Sort by candy shape. 

3. Skittles/M&Ms – open a bag and color a square across the 
top for each color of candy in the bag. Now have your child 
lay out the candies by color. Talk about most and least. Ask 
an older child to predict which color will have the most 
before you even open the bag. Compare Skittles and 
M&Ms for which has the most red or yellow candies.  

4. Pull out all the bags of candy (like skittles or M&Ms). Sort 
by kind to see which is most popular. Now pull out the 
bars and do the same activity. 

5. Fill in one sheet on Halloween night. Re-do the sheet on 
Sunday and see which candies are the most popular in 
your family. 

 Halloween is a great time for thinking about math! 
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More Math Ideas: 

 Talk about the shape of pumpkins at the patch. Which are 
bigger or smaller, shorter or taller, round or oval (we 
always called these Bert or Ernie pumpkins), stem or no 
stem, short stem or long stem? 

 Count the ribs on the pumpkins – these are the lines that 
run down the sides and divide the pumpkin into sections. 

 Scoop out your pumpkin seeds. Guess how many there are 
before you start. Is there a connection between the 
number of ribs or the size of the pumpkin and how many 
seeds there are inside? 

 Estimate how many trick-or-treaters you will have. Were 
you correct? Count them as they come. Use a tally sheet to 
keep track. 

 Use the above graph and track your trick-or-treaters by 
costume. 

 Read a book like Big Pumpkin by Erica Silverman and count 
the number of friends that come to help. When you’re 
done reading, ask your child which friend came first, 
second, third, and last. Who was the biggest? Who was the 
smallest? What happened first:  
o Plant pumpkin (first and last) 
o Make pumpkin pie 
o Call for help 
o Pick pumpkin 


